
 

 

Senator Rick Brattin 
District 31 

 

Legislative Biography 

MO Sen. Rick Brattin is a Senator in the Missouri General Assembly who 
represents the 31st district and received 68.5% of the vote in his last election. 
He is the Chair of the Capitol Security and Education committees, and a member 
of the Education, Government Accountability, Veterans and Military Affairs, 
Local Government, Elections and Pensions, and Gubernatorial Appointments 
committees. 
 

He works most frequently on Law (82 bills), Health (73 bills), Economics and Public Finance (73 
bills), Education (67 bills), and Missouri (66 bills). He has sponsored 242 bills in his last fourteen 
year(s) in office, voting with his party 75.3% of the time, getting 14.46% of his bills out of 
committee, and 0.0% of his sponsored bills enacted. 
 
Before entering politics, Sen. Brattin was involved in agriculture. He received a degree from Lee's 
Summit High School. 
 
About 
Assumed Office - 2020 
Next Election - 2028 
Residence - Harrisonville, MO 
Term - 2nd term 
 
Previous Experience 
Missouri State Senator (2021–Present) 
Majority Whip, Missouri House of Representatives (2017–2019) 
Auditor, Cass County 
Member, National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB) 
Member, Harrisonville Chamber of Commerce 
Member, National Rifle Association (NRA) 
Operator, 40-acre Farm (Central Cass County north of Harrisonville) 
 

[Quorum Biography, Accessed 02/17/2025]  

https://www.quorum.us/official/16014/?searchTerm=rick%20brattin


 

Undermining American Democracy 

Other 
In 2025, Rick Brattin continues to push legislation diverting public school funds to private 
and homeschool families. Senator Rick Brattin is again putting Missouri’s public schools on the 
back burner in favor of tax breaks for private and homeschooled families. As chair of the Senate 
Education Committee, Brattin is backing legislation allowing families who opt out of public 
education to claim a tax credit—pulling taxpayer dollars away from struggling public schools. The 
bill ties the credit to the state adequacy target, basing the tax break on spending levels in Missouri’s 
best-funded districts. Meanwhile, public schools across the state face teacher shortages, outdated 
facilities, and severe budget constraints. Instead of addressing these urgent issues, Brattin is 
pushing a plan to drain even more public education resources. Brattin compared the tax credit to a 
gas tax refund, where drivers submit receipts for reimbursement. However, unlike roads, Missouri’s 
public schools can’t function if the state keeps diverting funds to families who opt out of the system. 
[Missouri Independent, 02/18/25; KCUR, 02/19/25] 
 
Rick Brattin pushes legislation to defund schools over DEI and critical race theory. Senator 
Rick Brattin is using his power as Senate Education Committee Chair to push legislation that would 
strip funding from public schools for teaching diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) or critical race 
theory (CRT). Under S.B. 115, schools that discuss systemic racism, engage in activism, or train 
teachers on so-called “divisive concepts” could face investigations and lose up to half of their state 
funding. Brattin’s bill also includes the “Sunlight in Learning Act”—forcing schools to publicly post 
all instructional materials. The “Parents’ Bill of Rights”—allows parents to object to classroom 
content. Instead of addressing Missouri’s underfunded schools and teacher shortages, Brattin is 
pushing political censorship at the expense of students and educators. Brattin’s bill is a direct attack 
on academic freedom and free speech, forcing educators to self-censor or risk financial ruin for their 
schools. [KMZU, 02/18/25; Missouri Independent, 02/14/25] 
 
Rick Brattin pushes to overturn voter-approved abortion rights and undermine democracy. 
Senator Rick Brattin is leading a blatant attack on democracy and reproductive rights, pushing a 
constitutional amendment to overturn Amendment 3, the voter-approved measure that legalized 
abortion in Missouri. Brattin’s proposal would impose harsh new restrictions, allowing abortions 
only for fetal anomalies and in cases of rape or incest—but only if the victim files a police report, an 
invasive and unnecessary barrier for survivors. This move is part of a broader Republican effort to 

Activity Description Category Role 
SB 21 Modifies the duration of unemployment benefits 

based on the unemployment rate 
Anti-Labor Voted Yea in 

Committee 
SB 5 Allows the enrollment of nonresident students in 

public school districts 
Anti-Labor Voted Yea in 

Committee 
SB 4 Attacks on Teacher Curriculum  + Parental Bill of 

Rights 
Culture Wars Voted Yea 

SB 134 Attacks on LGTBQIA+ Students & Teachers ("Don't Say 
Gay") 

Culture Wars Voted Yea in 
Committee 

SB 39 Trans Youth Sports Ban Culture Wars Co-Sponsored and 
Voted Yea 

https://missouriindependent.com/2025/02/18/missouri-senators-propose-tax-credit-for-homeschool-and-private-school-families/
https://www.kcur.org/education/2025-02-19/missouri-bill-would-give-tax-credit-to-homeschool-and-private-school-families
https://www.kmzu.com/news/state/republicans-target-public-school-bathrooms-in-latest-anti-transgender-bill/article_c4883d49-9f85-5dce-b381-ebce57ff3d03.html
https://missouriindependent.com/2025/02/14/missouri-republicans-continue-push-to-bar-state-funding-of-diversity-equity-and-inclusion/


 

override the will of Missouri voters and reinstate draconian abortion bans. By using his position to 
undermine a democratic decision, Brattin is making it clear: he values political control over 
Missourians' rights. [Missouri Independent, 12/20/24] 
 
Senator Brattin supports anti-democratic legislation that would raise the threshold for 
passing constitutional amendments proposed by initiative petition. Senate Joint Resolution 74 
proposed changes would require any constitutional amendment initiated by citizens to not only 
secure a simple majority of votes statewide but also achieve a majority in the majority of Missouri's 
congressional districts, effectively undermining the principle of “one person, one vote.” This 
legislation would silence citizen-led ballot measures, making it nearly impossible for average voters 
to enact change, especially in light of recent initiatives to secure abortion rights in Missouri. Brattin 
has expressed that Republicans are prepared to use “any means necessary” to pass this bill, 
reflecting a disregard for democratic processes. This change significantly weakens voters' capacity 
to bring about change through direct democracy and makes it more difficult for citizens to pursue 
constitutional amendments. [Missouri Independent, 05/10/2024] 
 
Brattin's ‘Right-Wing Fit of Hysteria’ Led to Reckless Accusations and Lawsuit Over the 
Damaged Reputation of an Innocent Man. Senator Rick Brattin is facing a lawsuit from Denton 
Loudermill, a U.S. citizen, and father of three from Kansas, whom he falsely identified on social 
media as the shooter at the Kansas City Chiefs’ Super Bowl victory celebration. Following a chaotic 
incident where gunfire erupted during the celebration, Brattin, along with Senators Denny Hoskins 
and Nick Schroer, joined a wave of misinformation circulating online. After images of a man 
temporarily detained at the scene spread through social media, speculation arose—largely 
unfounded—that he was an undocumented immigrant responsible for the violence. Without waiting 
for official identification, Brattin and his colleagues shared posts suggesting that Loudermill was the 
shooter. In reality, Loudermill was a Chiefs fan who had simply been slow to leave the area as the 
chaos unfolded. As a result of the senators' incorrect accusations, Loudermill claims he faced 
harassment and threats. He filed a lawsuit against Brattin, Hoskins, and Schroer, alleging that their 
social media posts violated his privacy and libeled him. The lawsuit was filed in the U.S. District 
Court for the Western District of Missouri. This legal action comes after a previous case involving 
the same senators that was dismissed on October 21 in Kansas federal court, where U.S. District 
Judge John Broomes ruled he did not have jurisdiction over Brattin, Hoskins, and Schroer. Now, the 
Missouri attorney general’s office is representing the three senators in this new lawsuit. [Missouri 
Independent, 08/31/24; Missouri Independent, 05/13/2024] 
 
Republican colleagues stripped "hard-right" “swamp creature” Brattin of his committee 
assignments for using the Senate for "personal interest" without "integrity." In January 2024, 
Missouri Senate President Pro Tem Caleb Rowden (R) "stripped a group of hard-right senators of 
their committee chairmanships," The Kansas City Star reported, referring to Brattin, state Sen. Bill 
Eigel, and state Sen. Denny Hoskins, leaders of the far-right “Freedom Caucus.” Rowden, flanked by 
GOP senators, called the group the "Chaos Caucus" and blamed it for making the legislative session 
"an embarrassment." Rowden called Brattin and the other caucus members "swamp creatures who, 
all too often, remind me more of my children than my colleagues." Sen. Jason Bean, a Holcomb 

https://missouriindependent.com/2024/12/20/missouri-republicans-restrict-abortion-amendment-3/
https://missouriindependent.com/2024/05/10/missouiri-initiative-petition-ballot-bill-freedom-caucus/
https://missouriindependent.com/2024/10/31/defamation-case-against-lawmakers-over-chiefs-parade-shooting-posts-refiled-in-missouri/
https://missouriindependent.com/2024/05/13/missouri-defaming-immigrants/


 

Republican, and the assistant majority leader, said that Brattin and the caucus had not “followed the 
tradition of respect and integrity.” Bean said, "They have used the floor of the Senate for their own 
personal interest, make political speeches, and obstructed the process in which legislation and 
issues are debated and passed." The punishment came after the Senate "collapsed into a complete 
meltdown" when the Freedom Caucus held up dozens of nominees of Gov. Mike Parson (R), 
"effectively holding the appointments hostage until senators advance a divisive proposal to make it 
harder to change the state constitution," according to The Star. [The Kansas City Star, 1/23/24; Fox 2 
Now, 1/23/24] 
 
Brattin sought to prohibit Missourians from amending the state constitution by majority 
vote. In January 2024, Brattin pushed for legislation to make it harder for constitutional 
amendments proposed by initiative petition to pass. Conservatives, worried that a signature 
campaign would succeed in putting an initiative on the statewide ballot to restore abortion rights, 
sought to increase the majority required, currently 50%, or add a requirement that the majority be 
achieved in both rural and urban areas. [Missouri Independent, 1/19/24] 
 
A fellow Republican Senator blasted Brattin for "pushing around ... sexual assault survivors" 
by torpedoing legislation to help child victims of sex trafficking. In 2022, Missouri state Sen. 
Holly Thompson Rehder (R) called out Brattin and members of his all-male Conservative Caucus 
"for torpedoing bipartisan bills to help new mothers and sexual assault survivors," the Associated 
Press reported. Brattin had tried to amend Thompson Rehder's bill on child sex trafficking by 
tacking on a provision to make it a misdemeanor for teachers to give students access to books he 
described as obscene and pornographic. Thompson Rehder said her bill was "hijacked by a few men 
who wanted to talk about another issue." Thompson Rehder, who said the controversial amendment 
would jeopardize the bill's chances of passing, sharply criticized Brattin and his colleagues. “The 
people they are pushing around now are sexual assault survivors,” Thompson Rehder said. “The 
people they are running over now are the children of this state.” [Associated Press, 3/9/22] 
 
Brattin proposed requiring women seeking abortions to obtain written consent from the 
father, except in cases of "legitimate rape," and later proposed banning abortion even in 
cases of rape and incest. In 2014, Brattin introduced a bill to require women seeking abortions to 
get permission from the fetus's father, except in cases of incest or "legitimate rape." Brattin said, 
"Just like any rape, you have to report it, and you have to prove it. So you couldn't just go and say, 
'Oh yeah, I was raped,' and get an abortion. It has to be a legitimate rape." In 2022, as a candidate for 
Congress, Brattin proposed banning abortion in all circumstances, even in cases of rape and incest. 
He said he would provide an exception only for saving the life of the mother. [Courthouse News 
Service, 12/23/14; Columbia Missourian, 7/22/22] 
 
Brattin claimed on the House floor that "there is a distinction between homosexuality" and 
"being a human being." In 2017, Brattin said during a Missouri House floor debate, "When you 
look at the tenets of religion, of the Bible, of the Quran, of other religions, there is a distinction 
between homosexuality and just being a human being.” Brattin's remarks, which made national 
headlines, came as he argued against a measure to ban discrimination in employment, housing, and 

https://www.kansascity.com/news/politics-government/article284591315.html
https://fox2now.com/news/missouri/missouri-senate-leader-removes-several-state-senators-from-committees/
https://www.sedaliademocrat.com/stories/tempers-flare-in-missouri-senate-during-gop-fight-over-initiative-petition-changes,42079
https://apnews.com/article/missouri-sexual-assault-74c89557a67cc8819f1dcc599f33b03c
https://www.courthousenews.com/legitimate-rape-lawsparks-a-dustup/
https://www.columbiamissourian.com/news/elections/4th-district-candidate-discuss-abortion-other-social-issues/article_2836fa1a-d0e6-11ec-aeec-7fd9fa032aa1.html


 

accommodation based on sexual orientation. The Kansas City Star editorial board called Brattin's 
comments "deplorable" and demonstrative of "a stunning lack of understanding of theology and 
self-government." Noting that Republicans billed their efforts as intended to make the state more 
business-friendly, the editorial board asked what business would want to operate in a state that 
“tolerates discrimination” and “where a representative thinks gays and lesbians are less than 
human?" [The Kansas City Star, 5/9/17] 
 
The Institute for Research and Education on Human Rights identified Brattin among ten state 
legislators nationwide, embodying "far-right efforts to advance from the margins to the 
mainstream." "No member represents the far-right views towards the LGBTIA community more 
openly than Missouri State Sen. Rick Brattin," the civil rights organization wrote. IREHR also cited 
Brattin's sponsorships of a fetal heartbeat bill "enforced through private civil action," legislation 
attacking racial equity, a bill banning vaccine requirements, and a nullification law allowing the 
General Assembly to refrain from enforcing any federal laws it deems unconstitutional. He also 
introduced a bill requiring creationism to be taught on equal footing as evolution in public schools. 
Brattin claimed that "gender confusion" and "anti-whiteness" are "symptoms of American 
Communism" being pushed in "a deliberate effort to destroy America.” [Institute for Research and 
Education on Human Rights, 2022; Mother Jones, 2/8/13] 
 
Brattin tried to make Missouri the only state that taxes food but not guns. In 2023, Brattin 
sponsored legislation to exempt sales of firearms and ammunition made in Missouri from all state 
and local sales taxes. The bill would have made Missouri the only state in the country that taxes food 
but does not tax gun sales after Republicans removed an amendment that would have eliminated 
the state’s 1.225% sales tax on non-prepared food. Brattin explained that eliminating the tax on 
food would be too expensive. [The Kansas City Star, 3/8/23] 
 
Brattin is a member of the Koch-funded organization Americans for Prosperity. According to 
the Center for Media and Democracy, Americans for Prosperity is a “right-wing political advocacy 
group founded by billionaire brothers David and Charles Koch, the owners of Koch Industries. AFP 
serves as the Kochs' ‘grassroots’ operation, also known as astroturf. AFP spends millions on TV ads 
in election cycles.” As of 2023, AFP has 36 State Chapters with at least 250 staffers, and it boasts of 
3.2  million activists participating in their ground force. “In the 2012 election cycle, it was a key 
component of the Kochs' $400 million political network, receiving large portions of its money from 
Koch-linked dark money groups like Freedom Partners, American Encore, and Donors Trust. 
[Americans for Prosperity-Kansas City Facebook Page, accessed 2/2/24; Sourcewatch, accessed 
2/2/24] 
 
In 2015, Rick Brattin voted for Right-to-Work legislation. Right-to-work legislation deprives 
workers of their freedom to join together and form strong unions if they choose to. All that 
right-to-work laws do is suppress wages, lower workplace safety, and reduce the quality of public 
services. Rick Brattin voted ‘Yea’ on HB 116 on 2/12/2015. HB 116 was vetoed by Governor Jay 
Nixon. [HB116, Third Reading, 2/12/2015; HB 116, Vetoed by Governor, 6/4/2015] 
 

https://www.kansascity.com/opinion/editorials/article149595284.html
https://www.irehr.org/reports/breaching-the-mainstream/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2013/02/intelligent-design-missouri-evolution/
https://www.kansascity.com/news/politics-government/article272865610.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/afpmo.kc/members
https://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php/Americans_for_Prosperity
https://legiscan.com/MO/bill/HB116/2015
https://legiscan.com/MO/bill/HB116/2015
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